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Washington & Lee has embarked on a major reform of the third year of legal education. While maintaining the good that is in the first and second years, this reform seeks to engage students in experiential education during the third year. In the reformed third year curriculum, each student must enroll in a full credit load of experiential offerings. Each student enrolls in two, two-week immersion courses, one focused on litigation and the other transaction skills.  Each student must enroll in a clinic or externship, provided them with live-client work experience and instruction. Each student must enroll in a course called the Legal Profession, which addresses current issues in the legal profession including cultural, economic issues as well as skill sets not addressed elsewhere.  And each student must enroll in at least three practicum courses, elaborate simulations of a lawyer practice setting.  Early evidence of student engagement shows good results.


