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This discussion will focus on medical professionalism and how it has been understood and taught over the years to medical students. 
There is an ancient obligation among doctors to work to ensure the quality of care they provide, but this has not always been understood as a collective endeavor that required working as a group.  Professionalism has been interpreted as comprising a set of idealized personal values and characteristics.  As a result, much of our teaching about medical professionalism has focused on medical ethics – how to handle ethical dilemmas in practice – rather than the social roles of doctors and the medical profession.  
More recently, however, there has been increasing interest in the idea that being a health professional means making a set of shared promises (i.e., “professing”), as a group.  This means the profession is responsible for developing mechanisms to (a) be explicit about these promises, (b) make sure doctors are living up to them, and (c) create practice environments that make it easier to live up to them. 
Many of doctors’ professional promises are not unique to any specific branch of medicine, or even just to physicians – they are common to all health professions, and some are common to professions of all sorts.  

